heartbroken voice, which brought tears to my eyes, how she could laugh and amuse herself like this, without her * dear little one.' I allow, dear Zephirine, that I took the liberty of telling her, that you were amusing yourself enormously without her, with your lord and master, His Majesty the King of the Coleoptera ; that I was sure that you were at this time one of the happiest women in the world; and I hope that Gringalet, on whom I drew this bill of exchange, will not contradict me. I have four tolerably strong attractions to bring forward against the thought of you : 1st, the Conservatoire ; 2nd, the Opera ; 3rd, the Italian Opera ; 4th, the Exhibition."
Balzac's hands were certainly pleasantly full at this time. His power of writing, which had temporarily deserted him, seemed now to have returned in full vigour ; and he had made forty or fifty thousand francs in three months, so was hopeful of paying off his debts, a point on which Madame Hanska wisely laid much stress. She still refused to decide anything definitely about the date of their marriage ; but the house was to a great extent her property, and at this time she identified herself completely with Balzac in
